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 As the quality of healthcare and nutrition increases, people are living much 

longer and healthier lives. Death is no longer the daily fear, the constant reminder of 

how short life can be. We visit cemeteries occasionally and as a result, they have the 

reputation of being spooky, creepy, or reminders of what we seek to ignore. 

 Not too long ago, death was a much more dominating factor in daily life.     

Infant mortality was high, diseases rampant, and healthcare poor. People accepted 

death as inevitable as birth. Services for the dead were held in the home and families 

tended to family grave sites, occasionally turning the visit into a family outing, maybe 

including a picnic. 

 Elaborate mourning rituals were the norm. Rituals included wearing mourning 

clothing and elaborate flowers, funeral processions, mourning period lengths, how and 

when to call on the deceased’s relatives, and more. 

 Visit the Carver County Historical Society for a look back into the customs of 

death and dying throughout Carver County. Learn about plagues and disease           

outbreaks, infant mortality, funerals in the home, the first Carver County undertaker,   

funeral business, and so much more! The display features mourning clothing, funerary             

photographs, newspaper clippings and other collections pieces.   

 

“Please Join Us in  Remembering…” runs through March 2, 2013. 

 

  
 

Coming Event 

 

Written on Stone 

October 20th-10 am 

Learn to read the symbols 

and epitaphs of tombs at the 

Waconia Public cemetery. 

The program free for   

members, $1 per person for 

non-members.  Call 

(952)442-4234 to register 

or for further details. 

An 1890 hearse  
Amanda Trittabangh 



 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

 
Visit the CCHS for a day of “Climbing 

Your Family Tree”. Come explore the 

history of your family, learn how to trace 

your family tree and more. 

 

Date: Saturday, Nov. 10th 

Time: 12-3pm 

Location: CCHS 

Cost: FREE 
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Education Department News 
                                     Heidi Gould 

 

CARVER COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

How to Read a Tombstone 
 

Join us at the Waconia Public cemetery for an 

event focusing on tombstones: their symbols, 

messages, and what they can tell us about 

those buried beneath them.  

 

This event is designed for families.  

It features a scavenger hunt which 

will allow everyone time to dis-

cover unusual symbols, epitaphs, 

and explore gravestone styles.  

 

Are you looking for rewarding activities to be involved in? Looking to preserve history or make a  

difference to a child’s education? 

The CCHS is always looking for volunteers in a variety of capacities. To get involved, call Heidi at 

(952)442-4234 for details. 

Date: Saturday, October 20th 

Time: 10am 

Location: Waconia Public Cemetery 

Cost: free to members and $1 per  

person for non-members 

   You asked for it! You got it!   

    Join us for our first barn quilt tour.  

                    Date: Saturday, October 27th 

                  Time: 9am-1:30pm 

                   Cost: $48   (includes cost of bus, narration by Barn Quilt       

             guide Naomi Russell, complimentary breakfast, and                                   

             welcome gift bag) lunch held at Lola’s Lake house-                                                                                                 

   not included in ticket price. 

Space is limited–call the CCHS at (952) 442-4234 or email 

wbiorn@co.carver.mn.us $20 deposit due at the time of registration. Credit cards 

accepted. A portion of your ticket is donated back to the barn quilt project to cre-

ate more barn quilts.   
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Special Thanks to CCHS Donors  

New and Renewing Members 

                                           July through August 30, 2012 

Annual Fund Drive Donations 
Mary Erhard    

Gene Krey     

Janice Lehrke  

Darrol Bussler 

Christine, Carolyn & Vivian Cole 

Mike & Kathy Coleman 

Kermit Dietrich 

Daniel Effertz 

Mary Eitel 

Conrad & Lois Fiskness 

Gerald & Madelyn Guettler 

Ken Heitz 

Dale Hilk 

William Maas 

Scott & Mary Jensen 

Pat Johnson 

Margo Klebe 

Al Klingelhutz – IA 

Tom & Eleanor Kottke 

Gene Krey  

Janice Lehrke 

Mary Loehrs 

William Maas 

Paul Maravelas & Joni Scheftel 

J. Michael & Pamela Melchert 

Marc Michelsen 

Janice Olesen 

Wendy Petersen-Biorn 

John & Linda Roebke 

Terese Miller 

Trudy Peters 

John Speckel 

 

 

New CCHS members 

Cyrene Bastien 

Denise Cabak 

MaryAnn Christianson 

Diana Clevenger 

Charlotte Farrell 

Kim Hamacher 

Judy Horvick 

Doreen Lenzen 

Dawn Peterson 

Ellen Sartorius 

Bob Schmitz 

Douglas & Melanie 

Woodworth 

Linda Nelson 

 

Renewing CCHS Members 

Mary Bahr – also a Chaska 

Historical member 

John & Becky Varone – also a 

Chaska Historical member 

 

 

Patricia Royer 

Jerry Scott 

Donald Schultz 

Larry & Carolyn Spargo 

Kathleen Stender 

Sandra Tanck 

Ken Thomson 

Deanna Turton 

Tom & Pamela Baker 

Mildred Brown 

Jan Schwichtenberg Veith 

Rita Zrust 

Lonnie Venske 

Merle Oberg 

Kermit Ohlsen 

 

NYA renewing members 
Dorothy Bohnen 

Rose Mary Brown 

Carolyn Durbin 

Dave Elling 

John Fahey 

Mike Fahey 

Daryl & Diane Feltmann 

Sharilyn Feltmann 

Kaarin Foede 

Rosie Gutknecht 

Ruth Harms 

Mary Wilson 

 

Barb Kartak 

Loris Kramer 

Gene Krey 

LaVonne Kroells 

Mark Lagergren 

Lynette Lehrke 

Ruth Lehrke 

Elaine Pijahn 

Gerry  & Genelle 

Schimelpfenig 

John Schimelpfenig 

Steve Schneider 

Jim Spille 

Jeff Trick 

Bev Yaeck 

 

NYA renewing members 
Business: 

 

Apple Agency 

Citizens Ins. Services 

Citizens State Bank 

Flower Mill 

Good Time Liquors 

Klein Bank, NYA 

McBride Funeral Chapel 

NYA West Carver Lions 

Shad,Lindstrand & Schuth 

The Carver County Historical Society will be sending out it’s annual fund drive letters the end of October.  We 

have historically been very blessed with the donations we have received and want to thank you for your past and 

future support.  With the changes in technology we realize that many people no longer use checks.  To this end, this 

year, again we will be offering the option to donate through the website www.giveMN.org. using your credit card.  

We have also acquired the ability to accept credit cards at the museum itself.  

Give to the Max Day was created in 2009 to increase giving to nonprofit organizations across the state and move 

more giving online. It is a day for Minnesotans to come together to raise as much money as possible for nonprofits 

and schools in 24 hours – starting at midnight on November 15, 2012 through midnight on November 16, 2012 

From all of us at the Carver County Historical Society, thank you. 
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CARVER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

555 West First Street 

Waconia, MN  55387 

Phone: 952-442-4234 

Fax: 952-442-2435 

www.carvercountyhistoricalsociety.org 

Carver County Historical Society 

Membership Form 

 Senior Citizen   $15 

 Individual           $20 

    Family                          $30 

            Sustaining                     $55   

  Please accept my donation of $______ toward your annual fund drive. 

 

Name____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

City:______________________State___________ Zip:_____________ 

 

Gift Membership:___________________________________________ 

 

Museum & Library Hours 

Mon.-Fri., 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Board Members 

Dan Lund (Pres.), Chanhassen 

Janet Fahey (V.P.), NYA 

Lori Lohman (Sec.), Chaska 

David Porath (Treas.), Chanhassen 

K.J. McDonald, Watertown 

John Varone, Chaska 

Al Bongard, Cologne 

Michael Owen Hill, St. Paul 

Darlene Fasching, Minnetrista 

Lynette M. Bledsaw, Edina 

Randy Maluchnik (Cnty. Liaison) 

Staff 

Wendy Biorn (Exec. Director) 

wbiorn@co.carver.mn.us 

Heidi Gould (Education Coordinator) 

hgould@co.carver.mn.us 

Eve Weipert (Curator) 

   eweipert@co.carver.mn.us 

Marlene Magnuson (Researcher) 

     mmaguson@co.carver.mn.us 

Linda Nelson (Admin. Asst.) 

           lnelson@co.carver.mn.us 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your due date on the mailing 

label above! Membership due dates 

are near your name.  Please use this 

form to share with anyone who may 

be interested in becoming a      

member! 


